
TELLING YOUR STORY Marshall / Rhodes Advising 
Series, Session #4



THINGS TO CONSIDER AS YOU PLAN 
A PERSONAL STATEMENT
Personal statements are not “one size fits all” – be sure to tailor your statement to 
the requirements and expectations of a particular fellowship.

1. What is this specific fellowship looking for?

2. Are you being asked to provide a personal reflection, or an overview of your 
academic and professional achievements? (Or both?)

3. Who will be reading this? (Especially worth considering if you’re applying for 
another country’s Rhodes constituency – are there cultural differences you should 
anticipate?)

4. How does your statement relate to the rest of your application?



RHODES PERSONAL STATEMENT

“In your personal statement of up to 1000 words, we ask you to address each of 
the following prompts by weaving them into the narrative of your statement (the 
word allocation across the three is up to you):
1. Which Rhodes Scholar quality do you display most strongly, and how are 

different contexts and people helping you to develop the other qualities?
2. What would you like to learn from and contribute to the Rhodes community in 

Oxford? 
3. From your place in the world, how will you use your energy and talents to 

address humanity’s pressing challenges?”

*For this statement, are you being asked to provide a personal reflection, or an 
overview of your academic and professional achievements? (Or both?)



BREAKING DOWN THE PROMPT

1. Which Rhodes Scholar quality do you display most strongly, and how are 
different contexts and people helping you to develop the other qualities?

2. What would you like to learn from and contribute to the Rhodes community in 
Oxford? 

3. From your place in the world, how will you use your energy and talents to 
address humanity’s pressing challenges?”

Red = personal experience
Green = Rhodes / Oxford fit
Purple = potential for meaningful impact

*What do you think is most important to highlight in your response?



BREAKING DOWN THE PROMPT FURTHER
Last year’s Rhodes prompt asked candidates to describe challenges they had faced; this year’s prompt 
has removed that requirement. You may still decide to describe personal challenges or traumatic 
experiences, but if you do so, make sure they are relevant to your overarching application narrative 
(and avoid “trauma dumping” – the act of oversharing intensely personal and painful experiences with 
someone, especially without considering the listener’s capacity or willingness to process that information). 

Ask yourself the following questions:

1. How necessary is sharing this?
2. How relevant is this story to the rest of your personal statement, and the rest of your application?
3. What is your motivation for sharing this?
4. Would this story draw attention away from your achievements?
5. How much detail do you need to include? (Possibly less than you think! You don’t need to prove the story’s validity.)
6. Who will be reading this? Do you feel comfortable sharing your story with them?
7. Would you feel comfortable elaborating on this story in a high-pressure interview context?

Remember: you own your story; you don’t owe anyone your story.



MARSHALL PERSONAL STATEMENT

“Personal Statement (750 words): This should be a short statement in which 
candidates describe their intellectual development and other interests and pursuits.”

(This was last year’s prompt – this year’s prompt will be released soon.)

*For this statement, are you being asked to provide a personal reflection, or an 
overview of your academic and professional achievements? (Or both?)

*Is this prompt asking you to provide the same kind of content as the Rhodes 
prompt?

*Any significant differences between the Rhodes and the Marshall prompts?



BRAINSTORMING 

Please take three minutes to jot down some notes about how you would address the 
Rhodes and Marshall personal statement prompts.
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