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RESEARCH 
EXCELLENCE 
FRAMEWORK

Shows where the best 

work is being done at 

universities in the UK



THEY DO THINGS A LITTLE DIFFERENTLY ACROSS 
THE ATLANTIC…

❖Terminal Master’s degrees in 1-2 years

❖Two tracks: TAUGHT and RESEARCH

❖Test the waters before PhD

❖OR do a PhD/DPhil in 3 years…

❖New perspective: some disciplines look very different

❖Only a few hours of lecture/seminar a week

❖Libraries closed evenings and weekends

❖Degree courses have different names: MPhil, DPhil, MSt 

– use our “de-coding” advice

❖MORE focused… LESS structured…



GENERAL CONTEXT

• Why does it make sense for you, personally, to complete your graduate studies in the 

UK? 

• How is the British approach to your discipline different from the American approach?

• As a UK-based graduate student, 

• what archives would you visit?

• which research groups could you join?

• where would you travel within the UK, and why?



WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR IN A 
UK UNIVERSITY?

• Old (800+ years old) or new (since WWII)?

• Traditional or modern?

• Urban or rural?

• College system?

• Small or large?

• Geographic area?



HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE UK?

• Favorite British TV show / movie / book?

• How familiar do you think you are with UK current affairs? What are your sources?



FILL IN THE BLANK

• In the UK, I’m interested in pursuing ___ [insert field of study].

• It would be especially relevant/helpful to study this topic in the UK because ___ .

• While I’m in the UK, I could further explore my interest in ….. by…..

• While I’m in the UK, I could also…….
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